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on occurs the passage about Rosalind's stature, which he
wrote, we cannot doubt, at the same time as he made
the interpolation, perhaps on a slip of paper covering
a deleted speech. And if it be asked why this second
change was necessary, the answer must be that whereas
the Rosalind of the first draft had been played by a
short boy, shorter than the boy who took the part of
Celia, the Rosalind of the revised and final As You Like
It was impersonated by a much taller boy—or even
perhaps by the same boy a few years later, growa
'nearer heaven...by the altitude of a chopine.*
II. Date-clues
The foregoing argument will,, we hope, be taken as
establishing two probabilities: (i) that the text of As Tou
Like It had undergone a drastic revision, which affected
the play throughout, before it arrived at the state in
which it has come down to us; and (ii) that between
these two drafts a sufficient period had elapsed for
Shakespeare to have forgotten a good deal about the
play, and for the principal boy of his company to have
grown taller or to have been superseded. With regard
to the dates of these two drafts we have nothing but
surmise to offer. It is of course natural to suppose that
the second draft belongs to 1599 or thereabouts; but it
would not be wise to assume that the text remained
entirely unaltered between that date and its publication
in 1623. On the other hand, there are several pieces of
internal evidence which suggest a date round about
1593 for Shakespeare's first handling of the play. Too
much should not be built upon these; but they are
worth setting out, pending the discovery of other
evidence on the question.
At 3. 5. 81-2 occurs Shakespeare's famous reference
to Marlowe:
Dead Shepherd, now I find thy saw of might,
*Who ever loved that loved not at first sight?*—

